
M
onm

outh College
H

onors 210 Corn 

W
eek of:

Topic
Readings

Field Trip/Lab
26 A

ug
intro., evolutionary history of grasses

M
: Ch.1; F: Ch. 1, M

anning: The Seed
intro/overview

2 Sept
origins of agriculture

Q
: all

U
niv. IL Extension Station

9 Sept
M

eso &
 N

orth A
m

erican Corn Cultures
F: pp. 29-58, 99-132 ; D

odd;
W

estern IL U
niv. O

rganic Farm
16 Sept

prairie ecology
M

: Ch. 2 - 5
D

ickson M
ounds

23 Sept
farm

ing
F: pp. 59 - 96, 133 -166; M

: Ch. 6 -13, Logsdon, Sm
il

LeSuer/Spring G
rove

30 Sept
genetics &

 m
olecular genetics

F:, Beadle, O
chert; H

andouts
M

onsanto
7 O

ct
m

olecular genetics
G

ellene; Beardsley; G
ibbs; Firth; H

opkin
John D

eere Pavilion
14 O

ct
bioethics &

 intellectual property
M

anning: G
enie; Kahn; A

nonym
ous; Brow

n; Ehrenfeld
Farm

land
21 O

ct
 [Fall Break: no lect.]

F: 166-264
Fall Break: N

o Lab
28 O

ct
com

m
odification; M

idterm
 Fri 25 O

ct 
F: 265-278; Cook; G

erngross &
 Slater;

G
rocery Store

4 N
ov

pest control
Steingraber: Ch. 1 &

 7
Com

puter Sim
ulations

11 N
ov

biodiversity
M

anning: In W
ildness; Eisenberg; Bray; Plunknett &

 W
inkelm

ann
TBA

18 N
ov

governm
ent, ag. , &

 consequences
M

anning: Subsidies; Schlosser 2001 &
 2002; Critser; Shell; 

TBA
25 N

ov
im

ages
TBA

; Pollan Ch. 1 &
 2

Putnam
 M

useum
2 D

ec
sum

m
ary, final thoughts

Pollan Ch. 3 &
 4

Final Projects
9 D

ec
Final Exam

: 11 D
ec. @ 6 pm

R
equired Texts (available at the bookstore):

F = Betty Fussell. 1992. The Story of Corn. N
orth Point Press. N

ew
 York. 368 pp.

M
 = Richard M

anning. 1995. G
rassland: The H

istory, Biology, Politics, and Prom
ise of the A

m
erican Prairie. Penguin Books. 

N
ew

 York.

P = M
ichael Pollan. 2001. The Botany of D

esire A
 Plant's-Eye View

 of the W
orld. Random

 H
ouse.

Q
 = D

aniel Q
uinn. 1995. Ishm

ael: A
n A

dventure of the M
ind and Spirit. Bantam

 Books.

A
rticles (photocopies or w

eb links w
ill be supplied by the instructor):

A
nonym

ous. 2002. The top 5 patents on life. The Ecologist 32(5). p. 14.

G
eorge W

. Beadle. 1980 The A
ncestry of Corn. Scientific A

m
erican 242(1):112-119.

Tim
 Beardsley. 1999. To boldly grow

. Scientific A
m

erican. O
ctober. pp. 48-49.

Francesca Bray. 1994. A
griculture for developing nations. Scientific A

m
erican. July. pp. 30-37.

Kathryn Brow
n. 2001. Seeds of concern. Scientific A

m
erican. A

pril. pp. 51-57.

Cristopher Cook. 1999. Fow
l Trouble: In the nation’s poultry plants, brutality to w

orker as w
ell as bird. H

arper’s M
agazine. 

A
ugust. pp. 78-79.

G
reg Critser. 2002. A

 Corn-Fed Farm
 Policy. Los A

ngeles Tim
es. 2 June 2002. M

1-3.

Catherine D
odd. 1997. The Corn W

ar. D
iscover. D

ecem
ber.

D
avid Ehrenfeld. 2002. The Cow

 Tipping Point. H
arper’s M

agazine. O
ctober, pp. 13-19.

Evan Eisenberg. 1989. Back to Eden. A
tlantic M

onthly. pp. 57-89.

Peta Firth. 1999. Consum
ing fears. Scientific A

m
erican. January. pp. 41-43.

D
enise G

ellene. 2002. A
ntibody Creation on Corn Patented.  Los A

ngeles Tim
es. 10  July 2002.

Tillm
an U

. G
erngross &

 Steven C. Slater. 2000. H
ow

 green are green plastics? Scientific A
m

erican. A
ugust. pp. 36-41.

W
.W

ayt G
ibbs. 1997. Plantibodies. Scientific A

m
erican. N

ovem
ber. p. 44.

Karen H
opkin. 2001. The risks on the table. A

pril. pp. 60-61.

Jennifer Kahn. 1999. The G
reen M

achine: Is M
onsanto sow

ing the seeds of change, or destruction? H
arper’s M

agazine. A
pril. 

pp. 70-71.

G
ene Lodgson 1994. King Corn. in The Contrary Farm

er. Chelsea G
reen Publishing Com

pany.W
hite River Junction.Verm

ont.

Richard M
anning. 2000. Food’s Frontier: The N

ext G
reen Revolution. U

niversity of California Press. Berkeley. Excerpts from
: The 

Seed: The Case for a Second G
reen Revolution; In W

ildness is the Preservation of the W
orld: Sustaining Traditional Farm

ing &
 

G
enetic Resources [M

exico]; The G
enie in the G

enom
e: Bioengineering in Context

Richard M
anning. 1996.The sw

eet sm
ell of subsidies: The grass m

ay be greener in Canada, but U
.S. farm

 policy spreads the 
green around. H

arper’s M
agazine. A

pril. pp. 64-65.

A
yala O

chert 1999. Transposons. D
iscover. D

ecem
ber. pp. 59-66.

D
onald L. Plucknett and D

onald L. W
inkelm

ann. 1995. Technology for sustainable agriculture. Scientific A
m

erican. Septem
ber.  

182-186.

Eric Schlosser. 2002. Fast Food N
ation: The D

ark Side of the A
ll-A

m
erican M

eal. 
H

arperCollins Publishers Perennial. N
Y, N

Y. Excerpts from
: Chapter 7 “Cogs in the G

reat M
achine” and Chapter 9 “W

hat’s in 
the M

eat”

Eric Schlosser. 2001. The Chain N
ever Stops. M

other Jones. July/A
ugust.

Ellen Ruppel Shell. 2001. N
ew

 W
orld Syndrom

e. The A
tlantic M

onthly. June. pp.??.

Vaclav  Sm
il. 1997. G

lobal population &
 the nitrogen cycle. Scientific A

m
erican. July. pp. 76-81.

Sandra Steingraber. 1997. Living D
ow

nstream
: A

 Scientist’s Personal Investigation of Cancer and the Environm
ent. Vintage Books. 

N
ew

 York. Excerpts from
 Chapter 1 “Trace A

m
ounts” &

 Chapter 7 “Earth”

Last U
pdated: O
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